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In one conversation he made abruptly a remark never for-  CHAP,
gotten nor forgiven in Berlin. "You ask too much for your. LIX* ,
friendship."1 Soon after, when the talk touches the eternal MT- 6JL
question of c'small concessions" to Germany, he observes as
bluntly that one side cannot always be giving and the other
taking.2 What in the Prime Minister were choleric words would
in Chamberlain have been accounted flat blasphemy. The same
comparison applies to their public utterances. A speech by
Salisbury excited wide attention, but another by Chamberlain,
a few days later, raised a storm.
For some months the Prime Minister had not been heard on
a public platform. He now broke silence in a sombre address to
the annual meeting of the Primrose League. Refusing to admit
any defect in the Government's policy in China, he rather rasped
than soothed the obstinate discontents of the nation. Otherwise
his remarks were a study in contrasts. On the one hand he
appealed for scrupulous restraint of language in international
controversy. On the other hand, he lacerated the feelings of
several nations:
We know that we shall maintain against all comers that which we
possess, and we know, in spite of the jargon about isolation, that we
are amply competent to do so. But that will not secure the peace of the
world. You may roughly divide the nations of the world as the living
and the dying . . . the weak States are becoming weaker and the strong
States are becoming stronger . . . the living nations will gradually en-
croach on the territory of the dying, and the seeds and causes of conflict
amongst civilised nations will speedily appear." 3
At that moment the macabre theory seemed to include Spain
and Portugal, for instance, perhaps France and Italy, as well
as China and Turkey, amongst the "dying nations". This drastic
application of Darwinism to foreign policy was not apt to abate
predatory appetites amongst the stronger peoples. Chamberlain
held another opinion as to the kind of utterance required at
that juncture. For all Salisbury's pointed reference to "the
jargon of isolation" Chamberlain was resolved to speak out
1 Grosse PolitiJc, vol. xiv. First Part,        a Ibid. p. 236 (Hatzfeldt to Hoken-
p. 230 (conversation of May 11, re-    lohe, May 20, 1898.
ported in dispatch of May 15, 1898).         3 Albert Hall, May 4, 1898.